


IF IT HAPPENS

If you are assaulted, you will face a number of painful
emotions. Victims often feel fear, confusion, anger,
embarrassment, disgust and guilt. It is important to
remember that you are not to blame. The only guilty
party is your assailanl.

Here's what to do immediately after an assault:

Call the police

The first step is to call the police who can take you to
the hospital. If you wish, ask a friend or relative to go
with you.

To help the police gather and protect necessary evi-
dence for their investigation, it is best not to clean or
move any items at the scene, wash, change your
clothes or even comb your hair.

You should not consume any alcohol, drugs or medication.

Go to the hospital

Once you are al the hospital, tell the person in charge
exactly what happened to you.

Some hospitals have sexual assault units with
specially trained people to help you.

Call for support services

Victim Service Units exist within many police services.

You will probably be asked to complete the Suspect
Identity Chart which will ask what you remember
about the suspect's

O Age

O Type of hair/color/cut

O Beard/mustache

O Complexion

0 Weapon

O Shirt, coal, trousers

O Method of escape/direction

O Height/weight

[ Eyes/eyeglasses

O Visible scars/tattoos/piercings

0 Voice descriptions

0 Shoes

O Licence plate

O and Vehicle description

Try to remember as many details as possible to assist
with an investigation.

The Protection Against Family Violence Act is a
law that protects all family members from family
violence. If someone is abused or knows someone
who is abused, this law can help.

The Act defines family violence as:
Injuring or threatening to injure a family member

Damaging or threatening to damage propertly in order
to intimidate or harm a family member

Not allowing a family member to leave the home
Sexual abuse.

An Emergency Protection Order is a tool that police
can obtain from the court to provide immediate protec-
tion to an “abused family member." This order can say
that an abusive family member must temporarily leave
the home, cannot contact other family members and
cannot come near their home, workplace or school.

The police can, if authorized, also take away guns,
knives and other weapons.

You are not alone

If you have been assaulted, family, friends and com-

munity resources are there lo help. You do not have
to deal with assault alone.
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